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Opening of Amanuma Benten-ike Park and
a New Branch of Sugimani History Museum!

Amanuma Benten-ike Park has been opened in the former Chihan-tei area north of Ogi-
kubo Station. It is quite similar to a Japanese-style garden, and makes use of the existing
pond and garden stones. As an area that functions as a disaster prevention area for the com-
munity, the park is equipped with a disaster supply warehouse, disaster prevention pump
storage area and disaster prevention water tanks.

The disaster supply warehouse has food supplies, blankets and rescue equipment, in case

of a disaster.

In addition, a new branch of Suginami Municipal History Museum has opened in the
park. The museum will conduct activities that are closely connected and familiar to the
community, and take full advantage of its excellent location.

Origin of the Name of the Park
Until around 1975, this area had a pond called Amanuma Benten-
ike, which was one of the sources of the Momozonogawa River. It is
said that this is one of the reasons the Amanuma area got its name.
Amanuma Benten-ike Park was so named so that future generations
will know the history of our community.
The man-made pond in the park is located on the north side of the
original lake, and receives water from a well.
Location: 3-23-1 Amanuma
Inquiries: Greenery and Park Section
Historical Museum, Tel: 03-3317-0841

@ 10-min. walk from Ogikubo Sta. North Exit.
@ There are no parking facilities available.
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Suginami City
Assembly Members
and Suginami City
Mayor Election
Results

Voting took place for City as-

Mayor at the 16th joint local
elections on April 22 (Sun.). The
results were announced the fol-
lowing day. Hiroshi Yamada was
elected Mayor of Suginami City,
and the 48 elected city assembly
members included 13 new mem-
bers.

N

sembly members and the City

National Health Insurance Announcement

1. Notification and payment slips for FY2007 will be mailed

on June 14 (a letter of notification will only be sent to
those who pay by bank account transfer).

. As of FY2003, health insurance fees have been calculated
once a year (June) instead of the previous policy of calcu-
lating them twice a year (April and July). For this reason,
the number of payment installments has also changed
from 12 times a year to 10 times a year (from June through
March of the following year). (This also includes those
who pay by bank account transfer.)

*The sums for April and May are included in the install-
ments paid from June through March.

3. The National Health Insurance premiums for FY2007

have been adjusted as follows:

1) Medical Insurance Premium (Basic Fee) = Insurance pre-

miums to be collected from all insured members.

* Per Income Levy = 1.24 (1.82 in FY2006)
Insurance premiums are calculated by multiplying his rate
by the total amount of residents’ tax paid by members of a
household who are insured.

* Per Capita Levy = ¥35,100 per insured member (¥33,300
in FY2006)

* Maximum Amount = ¥530,000 per year per household
(same as FY2006)

2) Nursing Insurance Premium (Nursing Fee) = Insurance

premiums to be collected from insured members between
the ages of 40 and 64.

* Per Income Levy = 0.20 (0.36 in FY2006)

Insurance premiums are calculated by multiplying his rate
by the total amount of residents’ tax paid by all applicable
members of a household who are insured.

* Per Capita Levy = ¥12,000 per applicable insured member
per year (same as FY2006)

* Maximum Amount= ¥90,000 per year per household
(¥80,000 in FY2006)

*Due to the occurrence of tax revisions, insurance premium
reduction programs have been introduced for those born
on or before January 1, 1940 and/or those whose kazei so-
shotoku kingaku (amount after deductions from income) is
less than ¥7 million.

. A National Health Insurance Premium Statement form
will be mailed on June 26 to those who have not filed a
FY2007 Residents’ Tax report. Those who did not earn an
income in 2006 and submit this report may be eligible to
receive reduced health insurance premiums. Please return
the completed form with the enclosed return envelope.
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Publication of the Civil
Protection Plan Pamphlet

Working toward/the Safetyand
[Peaceof[Mind|of/Citizens)

~Outline of Suginami City Civil Protection Plan~

To ensure the protection of the lives, health
and property of all city residents from foreign
military attacks or large-scale terrorist inci-
dents, Suginami City has developed the Sug-
inami City Civil Protection Plan.

The Suginami City Office also recently
published a pamphlet (in Japanese, English,
Chinese, Korean and Spanish) to help as many
residents as possible gain a thorough under-
standing of the Civil Protection Plan. Please
read this pamphlet.

Distribution Locations:

Emergency Management Section (Suginami City Office East Building 4F), For-
eign Residents Registration Subsection (Suginami City Office East Building 1F),
residents offices, annex offices, stationfront offices, libraries, halls, small halls
and community halls.

Have You Paid
Your Light Motor Vehicle Tax?

Consultations for Foreign Residents

Consultations on everyday living and
city administration are available for
foreign residents who live in Suginami
City. Please feel free to take advantage
of this service.

Hours: English — Tuesdays, 10:00 a.m.
to 12 noon

Thursdays, 1:00 to 4:00 p.m.

Chinese — Tuesdays, 1:00 to 4:00 p.m.
Thursdays, 10:00 a.m. to 12 noon
*Closed on national holidays and dur-

ing the yearend/New Year holidays.
Location: Public Hearing Section,
West Wing 2F, window no. 13

Other: Telephone consultation ser-
vices are also available.

Note: Chinese and English-speaking
interpreters are available for the free
legal counseling service.

Chinese: Tuesdays, 1:00-4:00 p.m.
English: Thursdays, 1:00-4:00 p.m.

Summer Tradition

Asagaya Tanabata Festival

E very August, the Asagaya Tan-
abata Festival is held at Pearl
Center shopping area, the ap-
proximate 700-meter long arcade
that stretches from JR Asagay-
aminami Sta. South Exit to Ome

Kaido Ave. This year the festival
is scheduled to be held on August
4 (Sat.) through 8 (Wed.).

This year will mark the 54th
festival. The first festival was held
in August of 1954 to counter the
decreasing number of visitors.
Over the years, the festival has
drawn a total of over 500,000
people every year, and has be-

The Light Motor Vehicle Tax is lev-
ied on those who own a vehicle as of
April 1 every year.

Even if you complete vehicle dispos-
al procedures on or after April 2, 2007,
you must pay this tax for FY2007.

Tax notifications were mailed on
May 7, so if you have not paid your tax
yet, please do so as soon as possible.
Although the payment deadline is May
31, you can still pay at the Suginami
City Office counter if you miss it.
Please contact the Suginami City Office

addition, please note that in the follow-
ing cases, you must submit a vehicle
disposal report.

(1) If you move out of Suginami City;
(2) If you trade-in or transfer ownership
of your car; (3) If your car is stolen (You
must also submit a notification form to
the police and Suginami City Office);
(4) If your vehicle becomes unusable or
you have disposed of it.

Inquiries: Taxation Section (Suginami
City Office East Building 2F, #7 Coun-
ter), Tel: 03-5307-0629 (Direct line)

if you have lost your tax notification. In

come a summer tradition in To-
kyo.

Announcement from Suginami Association for Cultural Exchange (SACE)

Suginami Association for Cultural Exchange (SACE)
aims to promote many types of interesting events for
foreign residents to participate in. It is a great oppor-
tunity for you to cultivate friendships and to develop
mutual understanding. Please come and join us!

# Fureai Sports Exchange Event

Get to know your neighbors through sports, such
as aerobics, the hula, aikido (coached by instructors),
dodge ball and tugs-of-war (tournament prizes for
winning teams)!
Date and time: June 24 (Sun.), 1:30 to 5:00 p.m.
Location: Koenji Gymnasium (2-36-31 Koenjimina-
mi)
Eligibility: Foreign and Japanese residents who live,
work or go to school in Suginami City.
Capacity: 100 persons (by lottery)
Fee: Free of charge
How to apply: Apply to the SACE (Minami-Asagaya
Building 5F, 1-14-2 Asagayaminami, Suginami-ku
166-0004; Fax: 03-5378-8844; E-mail: aces@ck9.so-
net.ne.jp) by postcard, telephone, fax or e-mail, giving
your name, address, phone and fax number, sex and
nationality. Applications must be received by June 15.
Inquiries: Suginami Association for Cultural Ex-
change (SACE), Tel: 03-5378-8833 or Suginami
Sports Promotion Foundation, Tel: 03-3312-2111

4 International Exchange Bus Trip

Japanese and non-Japanese residents can get to know
one another while making soba (buckwheat noodles) for
lunch using buckwheat flower that they mill themselves,
and touring a folk art facility located on spacious grounds.
This is an excellent opportunity for a day of friendly
international interaction. Don’t miss it! We are also orga-
nizing fun activities for the round-trip bus journey.
How to apply: Write your name (with the furigana
spelling), nationality, sex, age, address, telephone
number and fax number (if you have one) on the
postcard, and send it to the appropriate subsection, or
apply by e-mail or fax. The deadline for receiving ap-
plications is June 22 (Fri.).
Date and time: July 7 (Sat.) Meet in front of Sugina-
mi City Office at 7:15 a.m., scheduled to return to the
front of Suginami City Office around 6:30 p.m.
Destination: Takumi-no-sato, Minakami-machi, Gun-
ma Prefecture
Capacity: 25 Japanese and 25 non-Japanese, a lottery will
be held if the number of applicants exceeds the capacity
Fee: ¥3,000 for non-Japanese
E-mail: aces@ck9.so-net.ne.jp
URL: http://www006.upp.so-net.ne.jp/suginami/

4 International Exchange Salon (Every Week)

The Salon is located on the International Exchange
Floor (5F) of the SACE office where both foreign and

Japanese residents can enjoy free and open communica-
tion with each other. Come by yourself or with friends and
enjoy chatting with others over a cup of tea or coffee.
Hours: Mondays, 1:30 to 4:30 p.m. (except national
holidays)

Location: SACE International Exchange Floor (Mina-
mi-Asagaya Building 5F)

Fee: Free

Other: Food and drinks are permitted at the Interna-
tional Exchange Salon; political, religious and for-
profit activities are prohibited.

€ SACE Counseling Services for Foreign
Residents
SACE offers free counseling on difficulties experi-
enced in everyday life.
Date and time: Fridays, 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. (except na-
tional holidays)
Location: SACE
Languages: Japanese, English, Chinese and Korean
How to apply: In person, by telephone or by letter
(mail or fax)
Fee: Free
*To apply, or for more information, contact SACE,
Minami-Asagaya Building SF, 1-14-2 Asagayamina-
mi 166-0004. Tel: 03-5378-8833 Fax: (03-5378-8844
E-mail: aces@ck9.so-net.ne.jp
URL: http://www006.upp.so-net.ne.jp/suginami/
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Note: Chinese and English-speaking
interpreters are available for the free
legal counseling service.

Chinese: Tuesdays, 1:00-4:00 p.m.
English: Thursdays, 1:00-4:00 p.m.
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Suginami Association for Cultural Exchange (SACE)
aims to promote many types of interesting events for
foreign residents to participate in. It is a great oppor-
tunity for you to cultivate friendships and to develop
mutual understanding. Please come and join us!
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