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Preparing for Floods

Rainy season is almost here again. In urban areas, the surface of the ground is covered with buildings and asphalt, which makes it difficult
to absorb heavy rain. Therefore, rivers are often swollen, and floods frequently occur, especially in low-lying areas. Also, in recent years,
there is an increasing number of damages caused by so-called guerrilla rain, which falls from cumulonimbus clouds and causes violent lo-
calized lightning storms. It is wise to be prepared on a regular basis in case of major rainfall.

Inquiries: Construction Section or Disaster Prevention Section

Pay Attention to Weather Reports

If there is a flood watch or warning from the Japan Meteorological Agency due to heavy rain or floods, listen to weather updates on the TV or radio. If there
is heavy rain and a flood warning, it will be announced on the disaster prevention radio system (in Japanese only). If there is a threat of rivers overflowing, an
alarm (siren) will be broadcast on the river water level warning system or disaster prevention radio system. In addition, the Suginami City Weather Informa-
tion on the city’s Web site will provide information on river levels and the amount of rainfall (in Japanese only).

The Tokyo Metropolitan Government Bureau of Sewerage’s Web site also provides information on rainfall in Tokyo.

English-language Web site: www.gesui.metro.tokyo.jp/english/english.htm
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Sandbags for Rent If There Is Heavy Rain
Sandbags are available in advance upon request. Because it is difficult to If you live on the bottom floor of a semisubterranean housing structure

distribute sandbags when
there is a sudden down-
pour, call as early as pos-
sible at the beginning of
rainy season.

Application/Inquiries:
Suginami Public Works
Office, Tel: 03-3315-4178

and there is a downpour, evacuate to a higher floor. If you live in general
housing, evacuate to the second floor. For those living in housing complexes,
evacuate temporarily to a safe location, such as a higher floor. If you are in a
car, move to higher ground.

Go to an evacuation site after the water recedes. Stay away from rivers and
bridges when evacuating.

Make Sure Gutters and Storm Drains Are
Not Obstructed

If storm drains get obstructed with fallen leaves, trash, etc., they can cause
floods in the streets and homes. Make sure not to block them with curb
ramps or other objects.
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@ National Census: October 1, 2010

Every five years, the national government conducts a major statistical survey of
everyone who lives in Japan, regardless of nationality.

This national census is the most important survey to be conducted because it gathers
basic data that will be used for administrative programs. By law, the survey cannot be used
for anything other than statistical purposes, and survey-related people are
prohibited from releasing any information. Therefore, all personal details
received will be kept strictly confidential. We would appreciate your
cooperation in this matter.

Inquiries: Statistics Subsection, Management Section, Resident Affairs Division

Suginami Animation Museum
GeGeGe no Kitaro Anime Festival

GeGeGe no Kitaro is an extremely popular Japanese anime about a boy named Kitaro
who is a member of a ghost tribe (yurei-zoku) and resolves all kinds of commotion caused
by ghosts and goblins (yokai) as well as humans.

The exhibition features this well-beloved anime and traces changes made in design,
setting, and story with each generation, from the time it was first broadcast in 1968 and
throughout each of the five incarnations of the series, based on rich visual references and
data stored by Toei Animation Co., Ltd. In addition, the exhibition will spotlight GeGeGe
no Kitaro before its anime debut and episodes of the birth of the anime.

Why not meet Kitaro and other yokai this summer to
cool down your body and spirit?

Dates: Until August 22 (Sun.)

Hours: 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. (Admission until 5:30 p.m.;
the museum will close at 4:00 p.m. on the final day.)
Closed: Mondays (open if Monday is a national holiday |
and closed the following day)

Location: Suginami Animation Museum (Suginami Kai-
kan Hall 3F, 3-29-5 Kamiogi)

Fee: Free of charge

Application: Come directly to the museum.

Inquiries: Suginami Animation Museum, Tel: 03-3396-1510 © Shigeru Mizuki; Toei Animation

Consultations for Foreign Residents

Chinese—Tuesdays, 1:00 to 4:00 p.m.
Thursdays, 10:00 a.m. to 12 noon
*Closed on national holidays and dur-
ing the year-end/New Year holidays.
Location: Public Hearing Section,
East Wing IF

Other: Telephone consultation ser-
vices are also available.

Consultations on everyday living
and city administration are available
for foreign residents who live in Sug-
inami City. Please feel free to take
advantage of this service.

Hours: English—Tuesdays, 10:00
a.m. to 12 noon
Thursdays, 1:00 to 4:00 p.m.

Please Pay Your Resident’s Tax as
Early as Possible

FY2010 tax notifications for those who pay Resident’s Tax (Special City Resident’s Tax
and Metropolitan Resident’s Tax) individually will be mailed on June 8 (Tue.). Tax notifi-
cations for those whose Resident’s Tax is deducted from their public pensions will also be
mailed. The tax is levied on income earned from January through December of 2009.
Deadlines: 1st Term = June 30 (Wed.), 2nd Term = August 31 (Tue.), 3rd Term =
November 1 (Mon.), 4th Term = January 31 (Mon.), 2011
Payment Locations: (1) Your local bank or credit association (be aware that Japan Post
Bank and post offices are restricted to those in the Tokyo metropolitan area, Yamanashi
Prefecture, and prefectures in the Kanto area); (2) Suginami City Office, your local
Residents Office, Annex Office, or Suginami City Office Stationfront Office; and (3)
your local convenience store (However, invoices for taxes over ¥300,000 cannot be
handled here.)

Payment Method: Those who pay taxes individually, such as business owners, should use
the invoice to pay the amount indicated on the tax notification by the payment deadline.

Please note that tax notifications for those whose Resident’s Tax is deducted from their
salaries have been mailed to employers, such as companies. Taxes will be deducted from
salaries from June 2010 through May 2011 (for the 12-month period).

Inquiries: Taxation Section (concerning tax notifications and the calculation of tax); Tax
Collection Section (consultation for paying taxes)

Have You Paid Your
Light Motor Vehicle Tax?

Light Motor Vehicle Tax is levied on those who own a light motor vehicle, motor scoot-
er, small motorcycle, etc., as of April 1 of each year.

Even if you dispose of your vehicle on or after April 2, 2010, you must pay this tax for
FY2010.

Tax notifications were mailed on May 10, so if you have not paid your tax yet, please
do so as early as possible.

Although the tax notification says that the payment deadline is May 31 (Mon.), you can
still make payment after the deadline at the payment service counters of Suginami City
Office, your local bank, post offices, or convenience stores. If you have lost your tax noti-
fication, please contact the Taxation Section.

Please note that a vehicle disposal report must be filed and reported to Suginami City
Office in the following cases:

(1) if you move out of Suginami City, (2) if you trade in or transfer the ownership of your
car, (3) if your car has been stolen (you must file a report with the police and Suginami
City Office), and (4) if your car becomes unusable or if you have disposed of it
Inquiries: Taxation Administration Subsection, Taxation Section

Tel: 03-5307-0629 (direct line)

Announcement from Suginami Association for Cultural Exchange (SACE)

Suginami Association for Cultural Exchange (SACE)

@ Let’s Learn about Foreign Cultures

Consultation: In person, by telephone, or by letter (mail,

aims to promote many types of interesting events for
foreign residents to participate in. It is a great opportunity
for you to cultivate friendships and to develop mutual
understanding. Please come and join us!

@ Let’s Learn about Japanese Culture

This event features various aspects of Japanese culture
that are unique. Participants can deepen their understanding
of Japan through this event. The topic of the upcoming
event is Japanese home cooking.
Date and Time: June 12 (Sat.), 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Location: Asagaya Community Hall (1-47-17
Asagayaminami)
Lecturer: Mr. Hideo Hotchi, Oda Culinary College
Capacity: 30 foreign residents (on a first come, first served
basis)
Fee: ¥500
Application: Send an e-mail with your name (include
furigana reading), address, age, telephone number, and
nationality as well as the name of the event to SACE.
You can also apply by phone, postcard, or fax.

This event will spotlight a particular country or region
and describe its culture. Please call for more information.
Date and Time: July 3 (Sat.), 1:30 to 4:00 p.m.

Location: Ensemble Ogikubo (5-15-13 Ogikubo)
Capacity: 30 people

Fee: To be announced

Application: Send an e-mail with your name (include
furigana reading), address, age, telephone number, and
nationality as well as the name of the event to SACE.

You can also apply by phone, postcard, or fax.

€ SACE Counseling Services for Foreign
Residents (Every Week)

SACE offers foreigners free counseling on difficulties
experienced in everyday life.
Date and Time: Fridays, 2:00 to 5:00 p.m. (except national
holidays and year-end/New Year holidays)
Location: SACE (Minami-Asagaya Building 5F)
Languages: Japanese, English (every Friday), Chinese
(second and fourth Fridays), and Korean (first, third, and
fourth Fridays)

fax, or e-mail)
Fee: Free

@ International Exchange Salon (Every Week)
The salon, located on the International Exchange

Floor (5F) of the SACE office, is where both foreign and

Japanese residents can enjoy free and open communication

with one another. Come by yourself or with friends.

Date and Time: Mondays, 1:30 to 4:30 p.m. (except

national holidays and year-end/New Year holidays)

Location: SACE International Exchange Floor

(Minami-Asagaya Building 5F)

Fee: Free

Other: Food and drinks are permitted in the International

Exchange Salon; political, religious, and for-profit activities

are prohibited.

*To apply, or for more information, contact SACE,
Minami-Asagaya Building SF, 1-14-2 Asagayaminami
166-0004. Tel: 03-5378-8833 Fax: 03-5378-8844

E-mail: info@suginami-kouryu.org

URL: http://www.suginami-kouryu.org/
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